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however, on good authority that this case was not
cholera. Active precautions are everywhere being
taken, and sanitary and municipal authorities
are displaying a laudable vigilance. Matters are

different in the interior of Russia. From the districts
about Moscow have come reports concerning the

epidemic--reports of 300 to 500 deaths per day in
one province alone, of hospitals full of cholera patients,
and of chemists’ shops devoid of the most indispensable
drugs. Moreover, the population is in a condition of
semi-starvation, food being so scarce that families
can afford only one meal a day. Infants are dying
for lack of milk, and pregnant women are completely
unable to feed themselves properly. The medical
staff of the hospitals is very deficient in strength
and inferior in quality ; the former doctors have
been expelled a,s counter-revolutionaries and their
successors are graduates of recent qualification at
universities where the chief subjects are " socialism
and communism," anatomy and physiology being of
second importance. Prof. Pavlov, the world-famed
physiologist of the University of Petrograd, has
been expelled from the University, and is said to be
nearly starving. In such conditions it is not to be
wondered at that cholera, claims thousands of victims ;
other infectious diseases are also flourishing, threaten-
ing the sanitary condition of the whole of Europe.
Nov.22nd. 
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(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Reform of the Medical Curriculum.
THE reform of the medical curriculum has been

for some time the subject of discussion, and a com-
mission chosen by the Federal Department for the
Interior is still deliberating on this question. One of
the chief problems under consideration is the standard
of the entrance examination. So far Latin has been
compulsory for the " Maturitat " (or 

" Maturite ")
examination, and Greek optional, being interchange-
able with a modern language-preferably English.
The majority of our medical men have had a classical
training, and there is now a movement tending to
replace the classics by a thorough course in the natural
sciences. The Executive of the Medical Association
thought it wise to test the opinion of the profession
on this question. and a questionnaire was sent out
with the following results :-Is it advisable to require
the same " Maturit&eacute; " for the medical and technical
profesions ?-85 Yes, 1542 No. Do you think that
the study of Latin is necessary for the prospective
medical man ?-1583 Yes, 69 No. Is it advisable to
make Greek compulsory again ?-963 Yes, 651 No.
Do you consider a " Maturite " requiring natural
sciences, the -mother language, and mathematics,
sufficient for the -prospective medical man ?--50 Yes,
1591 No. These figures are interesting, since they
show clearly that the great majority of the profession
in Switzerland sticks to-the ideal of a classical training.
Perhaps a few years ago the vote would have been
different. To-day it is realised more clearly that
the profession can only retain respect when the
members have a wide and comprehensive education,
and that a purely technical training does not suffice
to make a good doctor. -

Cocaine.
A sad chapter is the cocaine mania which seems to

be in full swing in some of our towns. The cause may
be chiefly economic, since most of the cocaine is
imported from Germany at very moderate prices
owing to the high Swiss exchange. The price paid
for one kilo is said to be varying between 700 and
1000 francs, and those who traffic in the drug sell it to
their clients for 5 to 20 francs a gramme. Usually it
is sold adulterated - with boric acid, sugar, and
similar compounds. Unfortunately we have no

adequate legal means of dealing with this abuse. At
the annual meeting of the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; Suisse de Psychiatrie
on Nov. 27th a resolution was passed _urging the

Federal Council to take immediate and energetic
steps to stamp out the contraband and illicit traffic
of cocaine and to enforce a law under which cocaine
maniacs, each of whom is a source of contamination to
his environment, can be speedily interned.

Felir Lewandowsky and Albrecht Burckhardt.
The Faculty of Medicine of Basle mourns the loss

of two distinguished members. Dr. Felix Lewan-
dowsky, professor of dermatology and director of
the Clinic for Skin Diseases, has died at the early age
of 43. Prof. Lewandowsky, who came originally from
Hamburg, underwent training at the dermatological
clinic of Berne under Prof. Jadassohn. His studies on
tuberculosis of the skin, which he embodied in a
brilliant monograph, brought him into prominence.
As a lecturer he was distinguished by clear and precise
exposition and vivid diction.

Dr. Albrecht Burckhardt, professor of hygiene for 30
years, was a relative of J. L. Burckhardt, the famous
orientalist. He was a fine example of the old school of
culture and a true son of his native city of Basle, to
which he devoted all his energies. In 1909 he published
what may be called his life work : Demography and
Epidemiology of the City of Basle from 1601 to 1900.
Few continental towns offered better possibilities for
such a study. Most Swiss towns, with their large
stable populations, have well-kept archives. At Basle,
which has had a university since 1460, there exist
also records and notes on the state of health and
current epidemics by reliable physicians. Burckhardt,
who had a strong bias towards historical research,
made the best use of all these opportunities, and
produced a work which is in some ways unique.
He was also the author of a biography of Paracelsus.
Dr. Burckhardt was a well-known figure in Basle,.
and his death is a loss to the whole community.
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Notification of Infectious Diseases and Statistics.
AT a recent meeting of the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; de M&eacute;decine-

Publique et de G&eacute;nie Sanitaire Dr. P. Paquet, chief
medical officer of health for the departement d&
1’Oise discussed the results obtained in this county
in the course of the last ten years. During this period
medical practitioners have notified 19,771 cases of
infectious diseases, the population consisting of
387,760 inhabitants. The cases of typhoid fever
numbered 1207 ; though the total yearly number of
infectious diseases notified - has not varied much,
cases of typhoid fever appear to have greatly
decreased since 1914 ; in 1911 there were 271 cases,
and in 1920 only 52. Dr. Paquet pointed out that.
most cases occurred amongst the people living in the-
valleys, where the water in the wells is rather shallow ;
in districts where the depth of the water in the wells.
is 20 metres or more typhoid fever is only exceptionally
recorded. It is interesting to note that the progressive
diminution of the yearly number of cases of typhoid
fever in the departement de I’Oise continued to take
place during the war, though a great many troops were
concentrated in its area and in spite of the fact that.
refugees crossed the county in great numbers on-

several occasion’-!. According to Dr. Paquet, this is
due to the fact that inoculation against typhoid fever-
has been practised on a large scale amongst the
civilian population of the county ; he also points out
how the water-supplies have been constantly improved
during the last ten years, and mention- the educational
influence of the medical officers. During the same
period 2041 cases of diphtheria have been notified..
The number recorded annually remained approxi--
mately the same until 1915, since when there has been
a progressive increase. Dr. Paquet pointed out that
these unsatisfactory statistics are not peculiar to the
departement de l’Oise ; similar facts have been
recorded throughout France. It has been found in the
departement de 1’Oise that the disease is more-


